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COVER ILLUSTRATION: Cultivars of crops (canola, corn, cotton, papaya, rice,
soybean, etc.) with enhanced agronomic traits produced by biotechnologi-
cal means—including genetic engineering—are being grown by farmers
throughout much of the world including developing countries.
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PREFACE

NABC’s sixteenth annual meeting—Agricultural Biotechnology: Finding Common
International Goals—focused on how agricultural biotechnology is being used,
and may be further developed, to address three goals that are common to all coun-
tries, i.e. to minimize the ecological footprint of people on the planet, to address
quality-of-life issues for all people including those who grow crops, and to ad-
dress the need for safe and healthy food. Prior to addressing these issues, the
stage was set with a keynote session—Opening Global Dialogue—with presenta-
tions from Kanayo Nwanze (Director General, Africa Rice Center), Neal Van Alfen
(Dean of the College of Agriculture and Environmental Sciences, University of
California at Davis), and M.S. Swaminathan (Chairman, M.S. Swaminathan Re-
search Foundation). Hosted by the University of Guelph, and held June 13-15,
2004, NABC 16 attracted over 160 attendees from more than twenty countries;
throughout the meeting there was a strong emphasis on keeping the discussion
focused on broad global perspectives.

At the conclusion of the formal presentations within each of the three “modules,”
meeting participants convened in breakout sessions, for further discussions of
themes presented by the plenary speakers.

This report contains an overview of the meeting, a summary of the breakout
workshops and recommendations made, the keynote and plenary presentations,
and presentations made during luncheons and dinner. Transcripts of audience
Q&A sessions are also provided.

This meeting was one of the most globally comprehensive to date, with speak-
ers from Asia, India, Africa, Europe and the Americas expressing enthusiasm for
and concern over the role of agricultural biotechnology. In general, enthusiastic
farmer endorsement was reported for Asia, India, Africa and the Americas.

On April 20, 2004, a Congressional Briefing—focused on NABC’s annual meet-
ing in 2003 (hosted jointly by Washington State and Oregon State Universities),
Biotechnology: Science and Society at a Crossroad—was held on Capitol Hill. Pre-
sentations were made by Sandra Ristow, Steve Pueppke and Ralph Hardy, and
copies of the proceedings volume were distributed. A similar Congressional Brief-
ing is planned for the spring of 2005, at which the outcomes of Agricultural
Biotechnology: Finding Common International Goals will be described and discussed.



NABC’s seventeenth annual meeting, Agricultural Biotechnology: Beyond Food and
Energy to Health and the Environment will be hosted jointly by the Universities of
Kentucky and Tennessee and will convene June 27-29, 2005, in Nashville. Key-
note addresses will be provided by Roger Beachy (Danforth Center) and Michael
Rodemeyer (Pew Initiative) and modules will be titled Plants as New Sources of
Medicinals: Production of Protein Pharmaceuticals in Food and Non-Food Plants;
Bioremediation, Phytosensing and Ecorestoration; Gene-to-Product Development; and
Agricultural Biotechnology: Regulation, Commercialization, and Risk Management.
Further information may be accessed via www.outreach.utk.eduw/ppd/nabc.

Allan Eaglesham Alan Wildeman Ralph W.E Hardy
Executive Director Vice President for Research President
NABC University of Guelph NABC
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